
“The environment is where we all meet; where 
we all have a mutual interest; it is the one thing 

all of us share.”
  -Lady Bird Johnson
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From water conservation practices 
to monitoring bluebird fledglings, 
A.L. Gustin Golf Course has made a 
significant impact on the environment 
and the Columbia community as a 
whole. To honor the team’s hard work 
and dedication the City of Columbia 
awarded A.L. Gustin Golf Course with 
the 2019 Mayor’s Climate Protection 
Agreement Award on March 14, 2019.

“It’s a great honor to receive (the 
award) on behalf of the University 
of Missouri,” said Golf Course 
Superintendent Isaac Breuer. “We 
do a lot of things to help with the 
environment and the property we 
have in the middle of town. I think it’s 
a sanctuary. We’re going to continue 
to do the right thing for the golf 
course, for the university and for the 
environment.” 

While A.L. Gustin Golf Course was 
recently recognized for their efforts, 
the team has been committed to 
environmental stewardship for more 
than 20 years. In 1996 A.L. Gustin was 
distinguished as the first university 
course to be fully certified in the 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 
Program. As stated on the Audubon 
International website, this program 
is an “award winning education and 
certification program that helps golf 
courses protect its environment and 
preserve the natural heritage of the 
game of golf.” 

Breuer explained the certification 
is broken up into several different 
categories, including water 
conservation and environmental 
planning.  

“For example, one thing we’ve done is 
water management,” Breuer said. “In 
1996 we sprigged in zoysia grass which 
is a warm season grass. It doesn’t 
require a lot of water. Our old fairways 
were a cold season grass like your 
yard at home, most likely a fescue type 
grass, and it required a lot of water 
through the summer.” 

Overall, the zoysia grass requires 
about ⅓ of the water that fescue grass 
does. In addition the creeping grass is 
more drought tolerant, further helping 
A.L. Gustin’s water conservation efforts 
year round. 

“That’s just one example of our 
water management category,” Breuer 
explained. “We’ve done quite a bit on 
stream buffers (vegetated strip near a 
stream). We have a creek, Flat Branch, 

Mizzou’s A.L. Gustin Golf Course 
Receives Award from City of Columbia
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that runs alongside the seven. 
We’ve created a nice buffer 
around the edge of it for bank 
stabilization purposes.”

Stream buffers also prevent 
the team from getting too 
close to water sources when 
having to occasionally spray 
the course, Breuer said. The 
team implements stream buffers 
where necessary including 
another one around the pond 
located at hole five.

“We like to keep that buffer 
there because it does a lot for 
the environment,” Breuer said. 
“Birds are nesting in those 
trees along the bank. There 
are flowers growing. And the 
butterflies and the bees are 
benefiting from it as well.”

When it comes to other sectors 
of environmental sustainability, 
Breuer explained that the team 
began incorporating pollinator 
plots roughly 10 years ago. 
Over the years the team has 
developed five plots containing 
four to five different types of 
milkweed and 20 to 25 different 
types of wildflowers native to 
Missouri. These initiatives cut 
back on upkeep costs, while 
giving back to the insects and 
birds on the course.    

“We currently have 3 beehives 
on the course,” Breuer said. “We 
also have 26 bluebird houses on 
the course. We monitor those 
every 7 to 10 days during the 
nesting season. To date we’re at 
2,844 baby bluebirds.”

Breuer explained that to 
properly monitor the bluebirds, 
the team visits each house 
individually counting and 
surveying the amount of eggs or 
bluebirds present. After the eggs 

have hatched and the nestlings 
are ready to leave the coop, the 
team then rechecks the houses 
to make sure each and every 
bird left successfully. 

Now, the environmental 
efforts do not stop there. When 
Breuer and his team are not 
monitoring bee hives, water 
conservation practices, bluebird 
fledglings and pollinator plots 
they are also giving tours to 
members of the community or 
hosting MU classes interested 
in seeing nature in action. 

“I give tours every year during 
the blooming season to lots 
of different groups, such as 
Master Gardeners and Master 
Naturalist,” Breuer said. “We’ve 
had FFA out for some summer 
tours. A lot of people come out.” 
Breuer encourages individuals 

interested in scheduling a tour 
to do so beginning in mid to 
late June when flowers and 
wildlife will be in full swing. To 
schedule a tour this summer 
contact the A.L. Gustin Golf 
Course at (573) 882-6016. 

“We would have a lot of stuff 
to look at,” Breuer said when 
discussing a summer tour. 
“Everything would be in bloom. 
We could see all the different 
pollinator plots. We could see 
the bees. We could see the baby 
bluebirds at that point. There 
would be a lot of things to look 
at and a lot of cool areas to go 
to.” 

*Cover photo and two of the photos 
on page 2 provided by Isaac Breuer. 

Bluebird predators 
have been warded 
off with the use of 
Crisco placed on 
the poles leading up 
to the bird houses. 

The course is a part 
of Monarchs in the 
Rough Program 
and it additionally 
serves as an official 
monarch weigh 
station 

If you want to view the 
course without scheduling a 
tour, the best times to view 
the environmental efforts 
are early in the morning or 
late in the evening, when 
there are not as many 
golfers out on the greens. 

Once a year A.L. Gustin 
implements controlled 
burns on some of their 
savannah areas to ward 
off bush honeysuckle, 
restore ecosystem health 
and recycle nutrients. 

In addition to 
bluebirds, A.L. 
Gustin also oversees 
purple martin gourd 
houses.

Breuer said the team 
has identified over 90 
different birds out on the 
course and they are in the 
works of putting together 
a birding tour for this 
summer. 
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b i k e
resource center

Repair

Free
Bike

W112 Virginia Avenue                          
Columbia, MO 65211
573-882-8207
https://sustainability.missouri.edu/

https://sustainability.missouri.edu/programs/bike-resource-center/
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Volunteer Opportunities

April Calendar
Sign up for the following events by using our OrgSync Volunteer Form.

Thursday

4 Thursday

18
Sign up to help with one of the following 
Campus Farmers’ Market shifts. We could 
use extra hands to make sure this event 
runs smoothly!  

Setup: 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Cleanup: 2 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Location: Lowry Mall

Campus Farmers’ 
Market - Help Needed

Sign up to help with one of the following 
Campus Farmers’ Market shifts. We could 
use extra hands to make sure this event 
runs smoothly!  

Setup: 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Cleanup: 2 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Location: Lowry Mall

Campus Farmers’ 
Market - Help Needed

https://orgsync.com/103769/forms/343172
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“A week dedicated to broadening our definition of sustainability, highlighting inherent environmental issues in 
society, and detailing those, which the University of Missouri has committed to solving.

Our team is a group of individuals that are determined to address the issue of sustainability on campus. We have 
seen the lack of education about sustainability in every area from recycling to climate change as a whole. We are 
driven environmental leaders with a passion for inspiring those around us.”

                                                    
                                                                                                             - Sustainability Week Student Executive Board 

Monday

8
Sustainapalooza
Kuhlman Court
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Tuesday

9
Sustainability Ambassadors Lunch & Learn
Multicultural Center
12 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Wednesday

10
Recycle Mountain
Speakers Circle
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Wednesday

10
Trivia Night w/RHA & Sustain Mizzou
MU Student Center Room 2205 A&B
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Thursday

11
Material Recovery Facility Tour
5700 Peabody Road
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Friday

12
Ecochella
Peace Park - 401 S. 9th Street
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

For more information visit Mizzou Sustainability Week’s Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Mizzou-Sustainability-Week-451793291560850/events/?ref=page_internal
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https://www.facebook.com/events/383336072398615/


Featured Film of the Month

True Cost 
Rating: PG-13
Running Time: 1h 32m
Genres: Documentary/Drama
Where to Watch: YouTube, Amazon Prime, Google Play and 
Netflix
What is it About: “This is a story about clothing. It’s about the clothes 
we wear, the people who make them, and the impact the industry 
is having on our world. The price of clothing has been decreasing 
for decades, while the human and environmental costs have grown 
dramatically. The True Cost is a groundbreaking documentary film 
that pulls back the curtain on the untold story and asks us to consider, 
who really pays the price for our clothing?”

For more information visit https://truecostmovie.com/about/

March 31, 2019 - The wet weather is 
affecting this season’s Kirklin garden 
startup. The ground is still too wet to 
install the new deer fencing around 
the raised beds. 

Once the fencing install begins, we 
can then take delivery of our new 
120-square foot garden barn which 
will store our supplies. We hope 
that the ground will be dried out 
sufficiently by early April.

Open meetings will be planned for 
mid-April to organize our gardening. 
We will start assigning beds, 

organizing our work, and answering 
general questions. We hope to get 
input on the types of fruit trees and 
seeds that we should purchase. 

Work days are tentatively scheduled 
for every other Friday at the 
Children’s Garden, starting on April 
12, from 10am-12pm, and every 
other Saturday at the Kirklin Garden, 
starting on April 20, from 11am-2pm. 
We hope to begin gardening on April 
13 or 20.

The proposed Annie Fisher garden 
at the Tara apartments is still 

pending. We must first purchase 
and install fencing before any 
community gardening can begin. We 
will be making some purchases for 
infrastructure this spring. 

The George Washington Carver 
Community Garden Project is 
coordinated by the Mizzou Botanic 
Garden. For further information 
contact Dan Yuhasz at dfy7dk@mail.
missouri.edu or visit the George 
Washington Carver Project on 
Facebook.

George Washington Carver 
MU Community Garden Update 

By Dan Yuhasz
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Earth Day celebrates its 48th year 
of existence this April and to 
honor the largest secular holiday 
celebrated world-wide, the MU 
Residence Halls Association (RHA) 
will be hosting its annual Pots and 
Plants event. 

“It will be in the Student Center, in 
the triangle space in front of Kate 
& Emmas from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
on April 23,” said MU student and 
Sustainability Coordinator of RHA, 
Becca Wilkes. “There’s going to be 
small terracotta pots and paints so 
people can paint their pot.”

After participants finish decorating 
their terracotta pot they will have 
the choice to plant a bag of soil and 
seeds, to grow one from scratch, 
or choose from a variety of small 
plants that are already grown. 

“There will also be rice crispy treats 
that look like little Earths that we’re 
going to make to give out then,” 
Wilkes added. 

With help from the RHA executive 
team and fellow RHA Sustainability 
Committee members, Wilkes’ team 
established the Pots and Plants 
event last year. As she explained, 

she hopes the event sparks a new-
found environmental passion 
within fellow students even if that 
passion starts with something small 
such as planting flowers. 

“You can meet some people and 
talk about the Earth,” Wilkes said. 
“It’s a great way to get a free rice 
crispy treat and free plant.” 

RHA is also working with Sustain 
Mizzou to sponsor a trivia night 
during Sustainability Week. Trivia 
night will be on April 10 in Room 
2205 A&B at the MU Student 
Center from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

RHA Hosts Second Annual 
Pots and Plants Event
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Campus & Community Events
     Date                                 Event                                               Location                                                Time

April 2 (link)                  Teal Tuesday                                     MU Student Center                        11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

April 3 (link)          Introduction to Sustainable Living         The Peace Nook                          7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

April 19 (link)              Spring Family Fling                                MU Campus                                         All Day          

April 20 (link)          Local Food Fundraiser & Concert          Logboat Brewing Co.                   4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

April 4 (link)           Campus Farmers’ Market                           Lowry Mall                                  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

April 18 (link)         Campus Farmers’ Market                           Lowry Mall                                  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

April 18 (link)         Free Film: Anote’s Ark                                 The Shack                                     6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

April 15 (link)           Hillbilly Elegy Book Discussion          220 Townsend Hall                        12 p.m. to 1 p.m.

April 10 (link)        Introduction to Sustainable Living         The Peace Nook                          7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

April 28 (link)       Columbia Area Earth Day Festival             Peace Park                                    12 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2357165877941374/
https://www.facebook.com/events/276849099663314/
https://orgsync.com/175676/events/2599173/occurrences/6248240
https://www.facebook.com/events/1223850647771847/
https://www.facebook.com/events/762309220787161/
https://www.facebook.com/events/762309220787161/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Mizzou-Sustainability-Week-451793291560850/events/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/events/1148295998676216/
https://www.facebook.com/events/276849099663314/
https://www.facebook.com/events/383336072398615/
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Collaborations and Presentations

Is your organization, department or Greek Life interested in partnering with our office for a 
sustainability focused event? Or would your team be interested in receiving a presentation from 
our ambassadors? If so, please let us know via mu.sustainability.ambassadors@gmail.com. 

Here are a few of the presentations we offer:  

• How is sustainability relevant to my major/club/department?
• An overview of social, economic and environmental sustainability
• Tiger Tailgate Recycling and Recycling on Campus
• Bike Resource Center – Bike Repairs
• Mizzou Bike Share and Bike Safety
• Tiger Treasures and Why Donations Matter
• Farmers’ Market Events and Food Sustainability
• Water Bottle Recycling and Water Conservation

• Sydney Schack - 
Journalism, Junior 

• Zoe Westhoff - Business 
Administration, Junior 

• Abby Hunt - International 
Studies and Geography, 
Sophomore 

• Kelli Daugherty - Business 
Administration, Junior

• Amber Spriggs - Civil 
Engineering, Junior 

• Kora Freeman - Biological 
Sciences, Junior 

• Isabella Corona - 
Journalism, Sophomore

Spring 2019 MU Sustainability 
Student Ambassador Team

https://sustainability.missouri.edu/get-involved/student-ambassadors/
https://sustainability.missouri.edu/get-involved/student-ambassadors/


https://www.facebook.com/events/762309220787161/


W112 Virginia Avenue
Columbia, MO 65211

573-882-8207
sustainability.missouri.edu

http://sustainability.missouri.edu
https://sustainability.missouri.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/MUSustainabilityOffice/
https://twitter.com/MUSustainOffice

